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The Very Reverend Steven L. Thomason, Dean and Rector of Saint Mark’s Cathedral, Presider 
The Reverend Canon Cristi Chapman, Canon for Spiritual Growth and Stewardship, Preacher

On this happy feast of 
Christmas, the Bishop, Dean, 

staff and faith community of 
Saint Mark’s welcome you to our 
cathedral. We are glad you have 
joined us to celebrate the Nativity 
of our Lord. Thank you for sharing 
your Christmas hopes and joy with 
us. 
If you are looking for a church 
home, we hope you will perhaps 
find one here. Please let us know 
if you would like to explore what 
becoming a part of the Saint Mark’s 
community might mean for you. 
We are eager to meet you and learn 
what brought you here. Please fill 
out a visitor’s card (in the pew racks 
or hymnal pocket) and put it in the 
collection plate, or give it to one of 
the clergy, and we will be in touch 
with you.

The life of this faith community 
is grounded in the worship of 
God, as God is revealed in the 
life, death and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ. Our regular Sunday 
and weekday liturgical schedule 
may be found on the back cover. 
Tomorrow, Wednesday, December 
25, we celebrate the Christmas Day 
Eucharist at 10 am. On the First 
Sunday after Christmas, December 
29, we continue our observance 
of the season during our morning 
services at 8 a.m., 9 a.m., and 11 a.m. 
On Tuesday, December 31, we 
bid farewell to the old year and 
welcome the new at The New Year’s 
Eve Labyrinth Walk from 6 p.m. 
to midnight, with a Eucharist in 
observance of the Feast of the Holy 
Name of Jesus offered in the center 
of the labyrinth at midnight.

At Saint Mark’s Cathedral, we seek 
to welcome and serve Christ in 
all people through our hospitality 
to newcomers and inquirers, our 
congregational life and programs, 
and our ministry in the world. 
Some of our upcoming events and 
programs are noted on the back 
cover of this service leaflet. The 
literature racks in the narthex 
(lobby) include information 
such as copies of recent sermons, 
schedules of upcoming concerts, 
and other opportunities. Please 
take any literature that interests 
you, and visit our website for more 
information: www.saintmarks.org.
Your participation in our worship is 
a gift to us, and we hope there will 
be an opportunity to welcome you 
into the vibrant and multi-faceted 
life of Saint Mark’s Cathedral.
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choir		  The Angel Gabriel 	 words: Basque carol; para. Sabine Baring-Gould (1834–1924)
			   tune: Gabriel’s Message, Basque carol; arr. Edgar Pettman (1865–1943)

The angel Gabriel from heaven came,
his wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame;

“All hail,” said he, “thou lowly maiden Mary,
    most highly favored lady,” Gloria!

“For know a blessèd Mother thou shalt be,
all generations laud and honor thee,
thy Son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold,
    most highly favored lady,” Gloria!

Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head,
“To me be as it pleaseth God,” she said,
“my soul shall laud and magnify his holy Name.”
    Most highly favored lady, Gloria!
Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born
in Bethlehem, all on a Christmas morn,
and Christian folk throughout the world will ever say:
    “Most highly favored lady,” Gloria!

THE PRELUDE

3:45 pm		  We gather with choral offerings and carols for all to sing. Please remain seated to sing during the Prelude.

dean’s welcome	 Dean Thomason

carol	 	 The first Nowell  ◆  sung by all	 tune: The First Nowell

The Hymnal 1982 #109, public domain
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choir		  Tomorrow shall be my dancing day 	 words: Anonymous early English
			   music: Cornish Carol, arr. Martin Shaw (1875–1958)

Tomorrow shall be my dancing day;
    I would my true love did so chance
To see the legend of my play,
    To call my true love to my dance;
        Sing, O my love, O my love,  
            my love, my love,
        This have I done for my true love.
Then was I born of a virgin pure,
    Of her I took fleshly substance
Thus was I knit to man’s nature
    To call my true love to my dance.
        Refrain

In a manger laid, and wrapped I was
    So very poor, this was my chance
Betwixt an ox and a silly poor ass
    To call my true love to my dance.
        Refrain
Then afterwards baptized I was;
    The Holy Ghost on me did glance,
My Father’s voice heard from above,
    To call my true love to my dance.
        Refrain

`
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THE ENTRANCE RITE

4:00 pm 		  A bell bids all to stand as able

introit		  Break forth, O beauteous heavenly light	 words: Johann Rist (1607–1667), trans. Hymnal 1982
			   tune: Ermuntre dich, harm. J.S. Bach (1685–1750)

Break forth, O beauteous heavenly light,
    and usher in the morning;
O shepherds, greet that glorious sight,
    our Lord a crib adorning.
This child, this little helpless boy,
shall be our confidence and joy,
    the power of Satan breaking,
    our peace eternal making.

carol		  Go tell it on the mountain	 tune: Tell It on the Mountain  
			 

organ solo    Noël bourguignon: Au jô deu de pubelle	 Claude-Bénigne Balbastre (1724–1799)
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The Hymnal 1982 #99, altered melody & harmony. words & music: African-American Spiritual, before 1865; public domain
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opening acclamation
	 Presider 	 Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
	 Assembly	 And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

song of praise    Angels we have heard on high  ◆  sung by all	 tune: Gloria
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The Hymnal 1982 #96, words: by permission of Fleming H. Revelll Co.;  music: public domain
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hymn in procession    O Come, all ye faithful  ◆  sung by all, standing	 tune: Adeste Fideles 
			   descant, v. 3: Sir David Willcocks (1919–2015)
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

reading		  Isaiah 9:2–7

The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;

those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
    on them light has shined.
You have multiplied the nation,
    you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
    as with joy at the harvest, 
    as people exult when dividing plunder.
For the yoke of their burden,
    and the bar across their shoulders, 
    the rod of their oppressor, 
    you have broken as on the day of Midian.
For all the boots of the tramping warriors
    and all the garments rolled in blood 
    shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
For a child has been born for us,
    a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders;
    and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
His authority shall grow continually,
    and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.
    He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
    from this time onward and forevermore.
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this!

	 Reader	 Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
	 Assembly	 Thanks be to God.

collect of the day
	 Presider	 The Lord be with you.
	 Assembly	 And also with you.
	 Presider	 Let us pray.

O God, you make us glad by the yearly festival of the birth of your only Son Jesus 
Christ: Grant that we, who joyfully receive him as our Redeemer, may with 

sure confidence behold him when he comes to be our Judge; who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

	 All	 Amen.
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reading		  Titus 2:11–14

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to re-
nounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that 

are self-controlled, upright, and godly, while we wait for the blessed hope and the 
manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. He it is who 
gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself 
a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds. 

	 Reader	 Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
	 Assembly	 Thanks be to God.

psalm		  Psalm 96	 Plainsong Tone V.1
A Cantor introduces the antiphon, all repeat it. The Cantor chants the verses, all repeating the antiphon as indicated.

		  Cantate Domino

Sing to the Lord a new song; * 
sing to the Lord, all the whole earth.

	 2	 Sing to the Lord and bless his Name; * 
    proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day.

	 3	 Declare his glory among the nations * 
    and his wonders among all peoples.    ANTIPHON

	 4	 For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; * 
    he is more to be feared than all gods.

	 5	 As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; * 
    but it is the Lord who made the heavens.

	 6	 Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence! * 
    Oh, the power and the splendor of his sanctuary!    ANTIPHON

	 7	 Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples; * 
    ascribe to the Lord honor and power.

	 8	 Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name; * 
    bring offerings and come into his courts.

	 9	 Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; * 
    let the whole earth tremble before him.    ANTIPHON

	 10	 Tell it out among the nations: “The Lord is King! * 
    he has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved; 
    he will judge the peoples with equity.”

	 11	 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; 
let the sea thunder and all that is in it; * 
    let the field be joyful and all that is therein.

	 12	 Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy 
before the Lord when he comes, * 
    when he comes to judge the earth.

	 13	 He will judge the world with righteousness * 
    and the peoples with his truth.    ANTIPHON
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nd it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Au-
gustus that all the world should be taxed. (And this taxing was first made when 

Cyrenius was governor of Syria.) And all went to be taxed, every one into his own 
city. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, 
unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and 
lineage of David) to be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. 
And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she 

the holy gospel    Luke 2:1–20 (kjv)

	 Deacon	 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
	 Assembly	 Glory to you, Lord Christ.

After a brief silence the Presider stands; all rise as able for the proclamation of the Gospel. 

gospel acclamation    Joy to the world!  ◆  sung by all	 tune: Antioch
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prayers of the assembly
After each petition:

	 Intercessor	 Let the heavens rejoice,
	 Assembly	 and let the earth be glad.

Space is provided for you to add, either silently or aloud, concerns you wish included in the community’s prayer.
The Presider concludes the prayers with a collect. All respond: Amen.

should be delivered. And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in 
swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them 
in the inn.
And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch 
over their flock by night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the 
glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid. And the angel 
said unto them, “Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which 
shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, 
which is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe 
wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.”
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising 
God, and saying,

“Glory to God in the highest,  
and on earth peace, good will toward men!”

And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the shep-
herds said one to another, “Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing 
which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us.” And they came 
with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger. And when 
they had seen it, they made known abroad the saying which was told them concern-
ing this child. And all they that heard it wondered at those things which were told 
them by the shepherds. But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her 
heart. 
And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they 
had heard and seen, as it was told unto them.

	 Deacon	 The Gospel of the Lord.
	 Assembly	 Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Children are invited to come forward to sit in front of the altar platform for the homily.

homily			   The Reverend Canon Cristi Chapman

the peace
	 Presider	 The peace of the Lord be always with you.
	 Assembly	 And also with you.

All greet one another in the name of the Lord.
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All rise as able as the bread, wine and money we offer to God are brought forward and presented at the altar table. 

the great thanksgiving    	 The Book of Common Prayer, Eucharistic Prayer B 

	 Presider	 The Lord be with you.
	 Assembly	 And also with you.
	 Presider	 Lift up your hearts.
	 Assembly	 We lift them to the Lord.
	 Presider	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
	 Assembly	 It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
	 Presider 	 It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 

you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because you gave Jesus Christ, 
your only Son, to be born for us; who, by the mighty power of the Holy Spirit, was 
made perfect Man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; so that we might 
be delivered from the bondage of sin, and receive power to become your children. 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all 
the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your 
Name:

THE LITURGY OF THE TABLE

offertory 
An offering of money is collected.  Each of us, whether pledging member, newcomer, or occasional visitor, is invited to 
make a special gift to Saint Mark’s in thanksgiving for the birth of Christ. Our collective generosity is essential to Saint 
Mark’s mission of proclaiming and enacting the Good News of Christ’s justice, reconciliation, and peace. 
Offerings may be made by cash, check (made out to Saint Mark’s Cathedral), credit card (using the envelopes 
or forms provided), or using the Venmo mobile app (@SaintMarksCathedralSeattle, or scan the code at right). 
Please ask an usher if you need assistance.  Thank you for your generosity. 

anthem		  Before the marvel of this night 	 words: Jaroslav J. Vajda (1919–2008) 
			   music: Carl Schalk (b. 1929)

Before the marvel of this night,
    adoring, fold your wings and bow;
then tear the sky apart with light
    and with your news the world endow.
Proclaim the birth of Christ and peace,
that fear and death and sorrow cease:
sing peace; sing peace; sing gift of peace.

The love that we have always known,
    our constant joy and endless light,
now to the loveless world be shown,
    now break upon its deathly night.
Into one song compress the love
that rules our universe above:
sing Love; sing Love; sing God is Love!

Awake the sleeping world with song;
    this is the day the Lord has made.
Assemble here, celestial throng,
    in royal splendor come arrayed.
Give earth a glimpse of heavenly bliss,
a teasing taste of what they miss:
sing bliss; sing bliss; sing endless bliss.
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	 Presider	 We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made 
known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word 
spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your 
Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be 
the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him you have delivered us from evil, and 
made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into 
truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he 
had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: 
This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” After 
Supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, “Drink this all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed 
for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for 
the remembrance of me.” 

	 	 Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
	 All	 We remember his death; We proclaim his resurrection; We await his coming in glory;
	 Presider	 And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; present-

ing to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you, gracious 
God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of 
the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his 
sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 
In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us 
to that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting 
heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of 
all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.  

		  By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory 
is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.

	 All	 AMEN.

sanctus & benedictus    A Community Mass	 William Mathias (1934–1992)

The Hymnal 1982 #s-128 © Oxford University Press
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In silence, the Presider breaks the consecrated bread.

fraction anthem    What feast of love is offered here?	 tune: Greensleeves

words: ©1993 Delores Dunfer, OSB music: public domain
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the lord’s prayer
	 All	 Our Father in heaven,  

    hallowed be your Name,  
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
        on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those 
        who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
    and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
    and the glory are yours, 
    now and for ever. Amen.
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carol		  O little town of Bethlehem  ◆  sung by all	 tune: St. Louis

invitation to communion
	 Presider	 The gifts of God for the people of God.

All seeking God are welcome at Christ’s Table.The Assembly gathers around all sides of the altar platform, guided by the 
ushers. If you need communion brought to your seat, please let an usher know. Rice wafers for those who do not eat wheat 
are available; simply ask for one at the time of communion.
◆	 You are welcome to stand or kneel to receive communion.
◆	 Hold out your hand to receive the bread and then eat. Guide the chalice of wine to your mouth and then drink.
◆	 Or you may leave the bread in your hand for the chalice bearer to dip in the wine and feed you.
◆	 To receive a blessing instead of communion, simply cross your arms over your chest.

music during communion

anthem		  Myn Lyking 	 words: Middle English, 15th century
			   music: R.R. Terry (1865–1938)

I saw a fair mayden sytten and sing.
She lulled a lyttel childe, a swete Lording.*	 *Lording: a little lord
    Lullay myn lyking, my dere sonne, my sweetling.
    Lullay my dere herte, myn own dere derling.
That same Lord is he that made alle thing;
Of alle lordis he is Lord, of alle kynges Kyng.    Refrain
There was mickle* melody at that chylde’s birth.	 *mickle: great
All that were in heavenly blisse, they made mickle* mirth.    Refrain
Angels bright sang their song to that chylde,
Blyssid be thou, and so be sche, so meke and so milde.    Refrain
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Please extinguish your candle at this time. All rise as able.

prayer after communion    
	 Presider	 Eternal God,
 	 All	 heavenly Father, 

you have graciously accepted us 
as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

carol with candle lighting    Silent Night	 tune: Stille Nacht
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blessing		  The Presider asks God’s blessing on the Assembly. All respond:  Amen.

hymn in procession    Hark! the herald angels sing  ◆  sung by alll	 tune: Mendelssohn 
	 descant v. 3: Sir David Willcocks

The Hymnal 1982 #87 words & music: public domain

dismissal 
	 Deacon	 Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
	 Assembly	 Thanks be to God.

voluntary		 Toccata on Mendelssohn 	 Sir David Willcocks 
		  [tune of “Hark! the herald angels sing”] 

As you are leaving, please place your candles in the baskets at the back of the church.
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