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Saint Mark’s Cathedral acknowledges that we gather on the traditional land of the 
first people of Seattle, the Duwamish People, who are still here, and we honor with 
gratitude the land itself and the life of the Duwamish Tribe.

Welcome to Saint Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral and this service of the Celebration 
and Blessing of the Marriage of Natalie Tapias & Tim Willis. Thank you for joining 
us. We encourage you to participate fully—speaking the prayers intentionally, and 
engaging physically by sitting and standing as a form of “body prayer.” 
Out of respect for the liturgy we are about to celebrate, please turn off all cell phones 
and audible devices. Please, no cell phone or camera photography during the liturgy.

Saint Mark’s
episcopal cathedral

A brief organ voluntary offered a few minutes before the hour invites all into quiet prayer and preparation.

prelude	 	 Air, Movement 5 from Suite in F Major, hwv 348	 G.F. Handel (1685-1759)

		  Pastorale, Movement 1 from Pastorella in F-Major, bwv 590	 J.S. Bach (1685-1750)

		  Concerto in G-Major, bwv 592	 arr. J.S. Bach

introit	 	 Bless the Lord	 Taizé
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THE ENTRANCE RITE

All stand, as able, for the entrance procession.

hymn at the procession    Love divine, all loves excelling    ◆    sung by all	 tune: Hyfrydol

The Hymnal 1982 #657, words: Charles Wesley (1707–1788), public domain;  
music: Rowland Hugh Pritchard (1811-1887), public domain.
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bidding prayer	

Dear people of God: we have come together to witness and bless the covenant 
of love and fidelity which Natalie Tapias and Tim Willis will make with each 

other.
Such a covenant shows us the mystery of the union between God and God’s people 
and between Christ and the Church, and the Holy Scriptures point to the offering 
and receiving of love as the principal sign of God’s presence.
Behold now the mystery of the union between Tim and Natalie, called by God to 
embody in their covenant that union between Christ and the Church. The union of 
two people in heart, body and mind is intended by God for their mutual joy; for the 
help and comfort given one another in prosperity and adversity; and as a source of 
grace and blessing to all whom they encounter. This solemn covenant is therefore 
not to be entered into unadvisedly or lightly, but reverently, deliberately, and with 
the commitment to seek God’s will for their lives.

declaration of consent
The Presider addresses the couple.

	 Presider	 Natalie, will you give yourself wholly to Tim, to live together in the covenant of holy 
union? Will you love him, comfort him, honor and keep him in sickness and in 
health, and, forsaking all others, be faithful to him as long as you both shall live?

	 Natalie	 I will.
	 Presider	 Tim, will you give yourself wholly to Natalie, to live together in the covenant of holy 

union? Will you love her, comfort her, honor and keep her in sickness and in health, 
and, forsaking all others, be faithful to her as long as you both shall live?

	 Tim	 I will.
The Presider addresses the parents.

	 Presider	 You have been chosen to accompany Tim and Natalie as they journey towards the 
fulfillment of their commitment, growing in love and faithfulness. Will you support 
them in their life together?

	 Parents	 We will.
The couple addresses the people.

	 Couple	 Family in God, will you share our joys, help us to bear our burdens, and do all in your 
power to uphold us in our life together?

	 People	 We will.

	 Presider
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song of praise    Benedictus es, Domine    ◆    sung by all	 John Rutter (b. 1945)
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the collect	
	 Presider	 The Lord be with you.
	 People	 And also with you.
	 Presider	 Let us pray.

O gracious and everliving God, you have taught us to love one another as Christ 
loved us: look with favor on Natalie and Tim who come to you seeking your 

blessing. Assist them with your grace, that with true fidelity and steadfast love 
they may honor and keep the promises and vows they make. Protect them from all 
trouble and danger, and bring them, with us, to the heavenly feast of your eternal 
kingdom, through Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting. 

	 All	 Amen.

Please be seated for the Liturgy of the Word.

The Hymnal 1982 #s-236, ©1985 Oxford University Press.
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

canticle		  Song of Solomon 2:8-13	 Plainsong Tone 8.1 
			   (antiphon music by Michael Kleinschmidt)

The cantor introduces the antiphon, all repeat it.  
The cantor chants the psalm verses, all repeating the antiphon as indicated.

The voice of my beloved!  
Look, he comes, 

leaping upon the mountains,  
     bounding over the hills.

		  My beloved is like a gazelle
		      or a young stag.
		  Look, there he stands
		      behind our wall,
		  gazing in at the windows,
		      looking through the lattice.    ANTIPHON
		  My beloved speaks and says to me:
		  “Arise, my love, my fair one,
		      and come away;
		  for now the winter is past,
		      the rain is over and gone.    ANTIPHON
		  The flowers appear on the earth;
		      the time of singing has come,
		  and the voice of the turtledove
		      is heard in our land.
		  The fig tree puts forth its figs,
		      and the vines are in blossom;  

they give forth fragrance.”    ANTIPHON

A rise,- my love, my fair one, and come a way.-

6
4&bb

Organ: Everyone:

œ œ
œ

œ

˙ œ ˙ œ ˙ œ ˙ ˙ Œ œ œ œ œ ˙ ™
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psalm		  Psalm 128    ◆    said by all	 led by Max Willis

		  Beati omnes

Happy are they all who fear the Lord, *
and who follow in his ways!

	 2	 You shall eat the fruit of your labor; *
		       happiness and prosperity shall be yours.
	 3	 Your wife shall be like a fruitful vine within your house, *
		       your children like olive shoots round about your table.
	 4	 The man who fears the Lord *
		       shall thus indeed be blessed.
	 5	 The Lord bless you from Zion, *
		       and may you see the prosperity of Jerusalem all the days of your life.
	 6	 May you live to see your children’s children; *
		       may peace be upon Israel.  ◆

reading		  1 John 4:7-16	 read by Adam Tapias

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves 
is born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for 

God is love. God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son 
into the world so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we loved 
God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 
Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. No one has 
ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us.
By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his 
Spirit. And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior 
of the world. God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they 
abide in God. So we have known and believe the love that God has for us.
God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them.

	 Reader	 Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
	 Assembly	 Thanks be to God.
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After a brief silence the Presider stands; all rise, as able, for the proclamation of the Gospel.

sequence hymn    My song is love unknown    ◆    sung by all	 tune: Love unknown
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The Hymnal 1982 #458 (stanzas 1, 2, & 7), words: Samuel Crossman (1624-1683), alt., public domain;  
music: John Ireland (1879-1962), © 1984 John Ireland.
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the holy gospel    John 15:9-12
	 Presider	 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
	 Assembly	 Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said to his disciples, “As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in 
my love. If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have 

kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. I have said these things to 
you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete.

“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.”
	 Presider	 The Gospel of the Lord.
	 Assembly	 Praise to you, Lord Christ.

homily			   The Reverend Canon Jennifer King Daugherty

THE MARRIAGE RITE

All remain seated; the couple comes before the People and face each other. 

	 Tim	 Natalie, I join my life with yours, from this day forward.  
In prosperity and in hardship, in health and in sickness, in joy and in sorrow,  
I will love and cherish you as long as we both shall live. This I vow before God.

	 Natalie	 Tim, I join my life with yours, from this day forward.  
In prosperity and in hardship, in health and in sickness, in joy and in sorrow,  
I will love and cherish you as long as we both shall live. This I vow before God.

The Presider blesses the rings, and gives them to the couple to exchange.

	 Natalie	 Tim, I give you this ring as a symbol of my vow, and with all that I am and all that I 
have. I honor you; in the name of God.

	 Tim	 Natalie, I give you this ring as a symbol of my vow, and with all that I am and all that 
I have. I honor you; in the name of God.

	 Presider	 Now that Natalie and Tim have given themselves to each other by solemn vows and 
the giving and receiving of rings, may the holy God who indwells heaven and earth 
bless this union. May God be seen in their life together; may the love between them 
grow and flourish; and may they be in unity and peace with themselves and with all 
of creation. Let us honor those whom God has joined and blessed.

	 People	 Amen.
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All stand, as able, for the Prayers of Intercession and the Blessing of the Marriage.

prayers of intercession	 led by Frederick Willis

	 Intercessor	 Eternal God, creator and preserver of all life, author of salvation and giver of grace: 
Look with favor on the world you have made, and for which your son Jesus gave his 
life; and especially on these two persons whose covenant you bless. 

		  God, in your love,
	 People	 Hear our prayer.
	 Intercessor	 Give them wisdom and devotion in the ordering of their common life, that each may 

be to the other a strength in need, a counselor in perplexity, a comfort in sorrow and 
a companion in joy. 

		  God, in your love,
	 People	 Hear our prayer.
	 Intercessor	 Grant that their wills may be so knit together in your will, and their spirits in your 

Spirit, that they may grow in love and peace with you and one another all the days 
of their lives.

		  God, in your love,
	 People	 Hear our prayer.
	 Intercessor	 Make their life together a sign of Christ’s love to this broken world, that unity may 

overcome estrangement, forgiveness heal guilt and joy conquer despair. 
		  God, in your love,
	 People	 Hear our prayer.
	 Intercessor	 Give them such fulfillment of their mutual affection that they may reach out in love 

and concern for others. 
		  God, in your love,
	 People	 Hear our prayer.
	 Intercessor	 Bless them according to your will, with the gift and heritage of children and the 

grace to bring them up to know you, to love you, and to serve you. 
		  God, in your love,
	 People	 Hear our prayer.
	 Intercessor	 Grant that we who have witnessed these vows may find our lives strengthened and 

our loyalties confirmed. 
		  God, in your love,
	 People	 Hear our prayer.
	 Intercessor	 Accept our gratitude for the love of those who cannot be with us today, especially 

Antonia Tapias and loved ones far away.
		  God, in your love, 
	 People	 Hear our prayer.
	 Intercessor	 For communion with all who have died in the hope of rising again especially Barbara 

Hubbard, Candida Mastrapa, Daniel Carmona.
		  God, in your love,
	 People	 Hear our prayer.
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THE BLESSING OF THE MARRIAGE

The People remain standing, as able. The couple stands, facing the Presider. 

Most gracious God, we give you thanks for your tender love in sending Jesus 
Christ to come among us, to be born of a human mother, and to make the 

way of the cross to be the way of life. By the power of your Holy Spirit, pour out the 
abundance of your blessings upon these two people. Defend them from every enemy. 
Lead them into all peace. Let their love for each other be a seal upon their hearts, a 
mantle about their shoulders, and a crown upon their foreheads. Bless them in their 
work and in their companionship; in their sleeping and in their waking; in their joys 
and in their sorrows; in their life and in their death. Finally, in your mercy, bring 
them to that table where your saints feast for ever in your heavenly home; through 
Jesus Christ our Savior, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, 
for ever and ever.

	 All	 Amen.
	 Presider	 God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Spirit, bless, preserve and keep you; the 

Lord look upon you with mercy and favor, and fill you with all spiritual benediction 
and grace; that you may faithfully live together in this life, and in the age to come 
have life everlasting.

	 All	 Amen.

the pronouncement

the peace
	 Presider	 The peace of the Lord be always with you.
	 People	 And also with you.

The newly married couple exchanges God’s peace, after which all in the Assembly greet one another,  
respecting others’ desires for distance to be maintained.

	 Presider
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the great thanksgiving    Eucharistic Prayer B	 The Book of Common Prayer, p. 367

	 Presider 	 The Lord be with you.
	 People	 And also with you.
	 Presider	 Lift up your hearts.
	 People	 We lift them to the Lord.
	 Presider	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
	 People	 It is right to give God thanks and praise.
	 Presider 	 It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 

Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because in the holy covenant of love between two 
people you have given us an image of the heavenly Jerusalem where we will at last be united 
with your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; who loves us and gave himself for us to make the whole 
creation new. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and 
with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your 
Name:

sanctus & benedictus	 Russian Orthodox Tone 1, adapt. Richard Proulx (1937–2010)
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THE LITURGY OF THE TABLE

offertory anthem    A New Song	 words: Psalm 96:1,2,13
			   music: James McMillan (b. 1959)

All stand, as able.

O sing unto the Lord a new song,
sing unto the Lord all the whole earth.
Sing unto the Lord and praise his Name,
be telling of his salvation from day to day.
For he cometh to judge the earth,
and with righteousness to judge the world
and the people with his truth.

from Missa Oecumenica, ©1999 Oregon Catholic Press.
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	 Presider	 We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to 
us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the 
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you 
sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. 
In him you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, 
you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into 
life.
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, 
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After Supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 
said, “Drink this all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance 
of me.” 

	 	 Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
	 All	 We remember his death,  

we proclaim his resurrection,
		  we await his coming in glory.
	 Presider	 And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to 

you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you, gracious God, to send your 
Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his 
Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be accept-
able through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things 
in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with Mary, 
Mark, and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the 
author of our salvation.

		  By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is 
yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever

	 All	 AMEN.



14

the lord’s prayer    Sung by all in four-part harmony, as able.	 Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov (1844–1908),
			   adapt. George Black (1931–2003)
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Enriching Our Music #138, ©2004 George Black.
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In silence, the Presider breaks the consecrated bread.	  

fraction anthem		  Gary James (b. 1957)

The Choir introduces the antiphon, all repeat it. The Choir sings the verse, all repeating the antiphon as indicated.

	 Verse:	 The bread which we break, alleluia, is the communion of the body of Christ.    ANTIPHON

invitation to communion
	 Presider	 The Gifts of God for the People of God.

All may be seated for the time of Communion.
All seeking God are welcome at Christ’s Table. 
For those worshiping in person, please follow the directions of the Liturgical Ministers. Communion is distributed at 
the head of the center aisle. Before receiving a wafer, please sanitize your hands. The priest will place the wafer into 
your outstretched palm taking care not to touch your hand.
◆	 If you prefer a gluten-free wafer, simply ask the priest for one at the time of Communion.

◆	 Communion is currently being offered in one kind. The full grace of the sacrament is received with only the bread.

Those worshiping at home are invited to pray:

prayer at the time of communion	 from Saint Augustine’s Prayer Book (Forward Movement, 2014)

O Christ, I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament,  
and, since I cannot at this time receive communion,  
I pray you to come into my heart.  
I unite myself with you and embrace you  
with all my heart, my soul, and my mind.  
Let nothing separate me from you;  
let me serve you in this life 
until, by your grace, I come to your glorious kingdom  
and unending peace. Amen.
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Wonder, Love, & Praise #875, ©1992 Morningstar Music Publishers.
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communion hymn    Wait for the Lord    ◆    sung by all repeatedly	 tune: Wait for the Lord

All stand, as able.

postcommunion prayer	
	 Presider	 Let us pray.
	 All	 O God, giver of all that is true and lovely and gracious: 

We give you thanks for binding us together in these holy mysteries 
of the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Grant that by your Holy Spirit, 
Natalie and Tim, now joined in holy union, 
may become one in heart and soul, 
live in fidelity and peace, 
and obtain those eternal joys prepared for all who love you: 
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

		  Amen.

blessing		  The Presider asks God’s blessing on the Assembly. All respond: Amen.
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words & music: Communauté de Taizé; © 1991 Ateliers et Presses de Taizé (admin. G.I.A. Publications, Inc.). 

words & music: Communauté de Taizé; © 1984 Les Presses de Taizé (admin. G.I.A. Publications, Inc.). 



17

Wonder, Love & Praise #778, words: Rusty Edwards (b. 1955), © 1986 Hope Publishing Co.;  
music: Finnish folk melody; adapt. and harm. David Evans (1874-1948), harm. © Oxford University Press.

closing hymn    Come down, O Love divine    ◆    sung by all	 tune: Down Ampney

dismissal
	 Presider	 Let us go forth into the world rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 
	 People	 Thanks be to God.

Please remain standing for the concluding voluntary and procession of ministers.

voluntary		 Toccata, Symphony No. 5	 C. M. Widor (1844-1937)
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The Hymnal 1982 #516, words: Bianco da Siena (d. 1434?); tr. Richard Frederick Littledale (1833-1890), alt.; public domain;  
music: Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958), by permission of Oxford University Press.
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ank you all, family and loved ones near and far, for 
joining us today and supporting us in our marriage. We 
are so blessed to share this special day in your presence.

Today marks a joyous occasion in our lives. As with each 
of life’s transitions, the joy and work in cultivating this holy 
covenant will continue in the months and years to come. 
We hope that you will accompany us on this journey—
sharing our joys, helping us to bear our burdens, doing all 
in your power to uphold us in our life together. We promise 
to do the same for you for the rest of our lives.

Timothy & Natalie

photo credit: David Jaewon Oh
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