
Scripture and Empire Study - 20s/30s

Saint Mark’s Cathedral - SUMMER 2022

Part 1: Being Christian in the Empire

In the Episcopal Church, we inherit several imperial legacies, including the roles of the Anglican

church in the British Empire and ongoing U.S. settler colonialism. The first meeting of the

Scripture and Empire study series explores how followers of Jesus should navigate their

relationship with imperial states. Participants are invited to read the following in advance:

● Matthew 22:15-22

● Romans 13:1-7

● "Is 'Render unto Caesar' really about taxes?"

● "What does 'Render Unto Caesar' Mean?"

● "Context Is Key to Interpreting Romans 13:1-7"

Additional Resources:

● Jesus on Empire: The Kingdom of God and the New World Disorder - Richard Horsley

● Beyond The Spirit of Empire (Reclaiming Liberation Theology) - Nestor Miguez

● Render Unto Caesar: The Struggle Over Christ and Culture in the New Testament -

John Dominic Crossan

● God & Empire: Jesus Against Rome, Then and Now - John Dominic Crossan

● Render Unto Caesar: John Dominic Crossan - a podcast from Things Not Seen

Part 2: Connections to The Episcopal Church

Many seekers from a wide variety of faith traditions (and none) are drawn to an Episcopal

Church that resonates with the Gospel’s counter-cultural call to resist the priorities of empire.

And yet, so much of the Episcopal Church’s history and present reality is aligned with the

political and cultural establishment. How do we extricate the gifts of the Anglican spiritual

tradition from the cultural baggage and sinful impulses of power and prestige?

● Isaiah 1:10-17

● Isaiah 6:1-8

● Acts 10:34-48

● Patheos Article - Exploration and Conquest

● Q&A on TEC Indigenous Boarding Schools

● Presiding Bishop Statement on Indigenous Boarding Schools

Extra Reading

● The Church of Empire - The Church Cracked Open Ch. 3

● TEC Indigenous Ministries Response to TEC Statement on Boarding Schools

Part 3: What Does this Mean and the Fourth of July - What Does this Mean

● Exodus 33:1-2

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2022%3A15-22&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%2013%3A1-7&version=NIV
https://www.cbc.ca/radio/ideas/is-render-unto-caesar-really-about-taxes-1.5806841
https://www.barchaplain.com/?p=13639
https://goodfaithmedia.org/context-is-key-to-interpreting-romans-13-1-7-cms-19577/
https://www.christianbook.com/jesus-empire-kingdom-new-world-disorder/richard-horsley/9780800634902/pd/63490X
https://www.christianbook.com/beyond-spirit-empire-theology-politics-key/9780334043225/pd/043225
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/render-unto-caesar-john-dominic-crossan?variant=39337414590498
https://www.christianbook.com/empire-jesus-against-rome-then-now/john-crossan/9780060858315/pd/858315
https://www.thingsnotseenradio.com/shows/2223-crossan?rq=Crossan&fbclid=IwAR269UKkNE0EXQtVwc-vvUYFY-ZZUJ1wc9vlZxthatkZZi2IjzhE7BoYu6Y
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+1%3A11-17&version=NRSVA
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+6%3A1-8&version=NRSVA
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=+Acts+10%3A34-48&version=NRSVA
https://www.patheos.com/library/anglican/historical-development/exploration-conquest-empire
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2021/10/IndigMin-Boarding-Schools-QandA.pdf
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/publicaffairs/statement-on-indigenous-boarding-schools-by-presiding-bishop-michael-curry-and-president-of-the-house-of-deputies-gay-clark-jennings/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rFUtwmvBgZxKC-Aht4AXVLS6uZdOC17s/view?usp=sharing
https://fast.wistia.net/embed/iframe/sel30vsq5e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+33%3A1-2&version=NIV


● Matthew 28:16-20

● Pagans in the Promised Land Review

● The Doctrine of Discovery and Watershed Conquest

● The Myth of White Christian Innocence

Extra Reading

Frederick Douglass' speech on the 4th of July: What to the Slave is the Fourth of July?

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2028%3A16-20&version=NIV
https://indiancountrytoday.com/archive/may-i-suggest-24
https://radicaldiscipleship.net/2016/11/22/the-doctrine-of-discovery-and-watershed-conquest/
https://religionnews.com/2021/07/02/lets-celebrate-this-fourth-of-july-without-the-myth-of-white-christian-innocence/
https://teachingamericanhistory.org/document/what-to-the-slave-is-the-fourth-of-july/

