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Agenda

 Land Acknowledgement: Saint Mark’s Cathedral acknowledges that we gather on the traditional land of the first people of Seattle, the Duwamish 

People, who are still here, and we honor with gratitude the land itself and the life of all the Coast Salish tribes.

 Opening Prayer 

 Framework

 Discussion

 Actions

 Sharing and Q&A

 Closing Prayer  

Creation Care Practices for Managing your Money

After we earn money, we often spend, save, share and invest as we’ve always done without thinking about the 
link between funds, our values and creation care. How we receive and use our money does, though, have a 
significant impact. Practices at some banks, brokerage firms and other financial institutions may not align with 
our values. We’ll discuss the impact financial institutions and our savings have on climate, alternatives for 
creation care-friendly finance, and ways to manage our money – whether we have a little or a lot - in line with our 
values. We will also discuss how using AI can make analyzing our money choices easier. 



Opening Prayer

Lord, thank you for the blessings in my life. 
Thank you for providing for my needs and 
giving me what I need every day. 

Please help me not to rely solely on myself or 
others to provide for my needs. 

Give me wisdom with every cent that comes 
through my hands.

God, show me what to give, save and spend. I 
want to live in your will. 

Thank you, Lord, for caring for my needs and 
showing me your love and care daily. Please 
open my eyes to the miraculous ways that you 
care for me.
Amen.

Source: https://www.crosswalk.com/devotionals/your-daily-prayer/a-prayer-for-spending-money.html



Earning and Using Money

 We receive money from:

 Salary

 Dividends

 401K

 Interest

 Government

 Gifts

 And more

 We use money to:

 Spend

 Save

 Invest

 Share

Source: https://www.canr.msu.edu/news/save_spend_share_invest_four_ways_to_use_your_money_part_1



A Framework for Managing Money

 We all need a plan –budgets, things to 
buy, investments, wills, and giving

 Put your heart into your plan

 Have a healthy fear of the love of money

 Have a vision for how creating capital 
can lift up others and advance the 
kingdom

 Make giving a core part of the plan, and 
keep stretching in generosity  

Source: https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/theology-money-200-words/



Our Personal Values Guide Money Choices

 How we manage our money should 
reflect our values  

 Values are beliefs we hold that are 
important in our daily lives

 Following our values gives our life 
meaning

 What are your values and guiding 
principles?

 What gives your life meaning?

 What are your 3-5 core values?

 Once you identify your values, you can 
use them to guide your money 
management



Scripture Offers Guidance on Money

 Proverbs 3:9-10 - Honor the Lord with your wealth and 
with the first fruits of all you produce

 Ecclesiastes 11: Invest in 7 ventures, yes, in 8; you do 
not know what disaster may come upon the land

 Matthew 25 - It will be like a man going on a journey, 
who called his servants and entrusted to them his 
property. To one he gave 5 talents, to another 2, to 
another 1, to each according to his ability. Then he 
went away. He who had received the 5 talents went at 
once and traded with them, and he made 5 talents 
more. So also he who had the 2 talents made 2 
talents more. But he who had received the 1 talent 
went and dug in the ground and hid his master's 
money.

 1 Peter 4:10 - Each of you should use whatever gift 
you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards 
of God’s grace in its various forms



Creation Care and Money

 Realize that environmental stewardship 
is a spiritual exercise against forces of 
greed and selfishness, through focusing 
on the creation of wealth for the 
common good

 We can make caring for creation part of 
managing our wealth, or not

 Wealth creators can apply their 
innovation and ingenuity to meet the 
environmental challenges we face

Source: https://lausanne.org/content/wealth-creation-stewardship-creation



Let’s Start with Income

Sources of income include:

 Employment

 Compensation for your work

 At an organization aligned with your 
values

 Review the organization’s creation 
care practices and reflect

 Gig work matters too

 Dividends, interest and other income



Managing Income and Expenses

 Create a budget

 Identify earnings

 Identify expenses

 Include everything

 Include saving and investing

 Factor creation care into your budget

 What you buy or don’t buy, and the 
lower or higher cost

 Ensure that you have enough income to 
pay the outgo 

 Adjust spending if there is not enough

 Follow the budget



Discussion & Breakout Session
Questions:

 What are some of your core values 
for managing your money, and why?

 What steps can you take to plan for 
managing your money with a creation 
care mindset?

 How can you align your vocation or 
avocation with creation care?



Spending Framework

 What we buy

 How much we buy

 Where we buy

 What we do with what we buy

 Food: 30% is wasted

 Clothing: Over 30% is worn once

 Align purchases with funds available, 
values, and creation care

 Consider creation care in selecting 
brands and items



Spending Practices

 Reduce – buy less
 Choose eco-friendly and green brands

 Analyze brands and their products
 Online research or AI
 App: Example – GreenChoice scores 

food in 4 categories: nutrition, processing, 
safety, and environmental footprint 

 Shop for sustainable, eco-friendly items
 Understand materials, ingredients and 

durability
 Reuse or avoid waste

 Buy vintage or second hand
 Amazon Renewed, Walmart Refurbished

 Join groups for sharing
 Too Good to Go or Olio



Saving (Banking)

 Banks aggregate deposits and use the 
funds to make loans

 Banks may make loans to fund eco-
unfriendly businesses such as coal

 Most banks have an environmental 
policy

 Review the policy to see if it aligns 
with your values

 Consider using a different bank if not

 Kearney survey: 93% of CFOs 
recognize a clear business case for 
investing in sustainability and 65% are 
already measuring the cost of inaction



Analyzing Banks (Perplexity AI)

 Use reports, online services and AI to analyze 
banks and select a bank

 Sources include B Corp Certification and 
the Global Alliance for Banking on Values

 Example: Bank of America

 Net Zero 2050 goal: Mobilize and deploy $1 
trillion by 2030 to accelerate the transition 
to a low-carbon, sustainable economy

 Bank of America is one of the world’s 
largest funders of fossil fuels. It pledged not 
to finance new coal mines, coal-fired power 
plants or Arctic drilling, then in 2023 revised 
its policies, removed bans and replaced 
them with “enhanced due diligence”

 An alternative: Aspiration Bank guarantees 
customer deposits are never used to fund 
fossil fuel projects

Source: Perplexity AI, with references

Source: Forbes



Investing

 Investment alternatives include:

 ETFs

 Mutual funds

 Fixed income / bonds

 Stocks / shares

 Real estate or REITs

 Private equity

 And more…



Personal Investment Framework

 Identify values to govern your 
investments

 Develop ethical guidelines to align your 
investment strategies with creation care

 Consider setting screening criteria

 Create an investment policy statement

 Analyze potential investments and use 
the analysis to:

 Select ETFs, funds or 401Ks

 Select individual investments

 Inform advisors of preferences

 Consider voting your shares and 
engaging companies or boards



Investment Analysis

 Leverage internet tools & sources for analysis

 Service providers such as Morningstar or 
Yahoo Finance

 ETF, fund and company documents 

 Personal screening criteria and research

 Use AI to find research reports on 
companies

 AI example:
 “I want to invest in ETFs or mutual funds that take a 

Christian creation care perspective and prioritize 
environmental sustainability. I want a fund or ETF that is 
medium or lower risk and has good returns. Which three 
ETFs or funds should I consider?” Response:

 Inspire Tactical Balance ESG ETF (RISN)

 Eventide Gilead Fund

 Timothy Plan US Large/Mid Cap Core ETF

Source identified by Perplexity AI



Giving

 Align giving with your values

 Include creation care

 Analyze potential and actual 
organizations to give to, and keep a list

 Consider creation care organizations, 
local groups, national groups and 
education providers

 Build relationships

 Provide feedback

 Be generous to really good 
organizations

Source: https://www.wholefaithlivingearth.com/6-tips-for-giving-for-creations-protection-and-restoration/



Analyze and Select Where to Donate

 Analyze where organizations got donations

 Charity and financial management

 Charity Navigator, Charity Watch and 
Wise Giving Alliance

 Read the organization’s materials

 Outcome, not output

 Choose organizations that align with your 
values, including creation care

 Leverage your personal values analysis 
for philanthropy

 Consider organizations where your donation 
makes the biggest difference

 Small, underfunded or less-known

https://www.charitynavigator.org/
https://www.charitywatch.org/
https://give.org/


Effective Practices Lead to Better Outcomes

 The results can include:

 Managing spending

 Saving more, at the right institutions 
for you

 Investing wisely

 Financial return

 Creation care return

 Impact

 Donating to effective organizations

 Alignment with your values

Source: https://www.canr.msu.edu/news/save_spend_share_invest_four_ways_to_use_your_money_part_1



Sharing, Discussion and Q&A

Questions

 How will you manage your 
spending in line with creation care?

 How will you use a creation care 
mindset to select and manage your 
investments

 How do you select charities or 
other organizations for giving and 
will you make any changes?



Make a Difference

Source: https://www.goodgoodgood.co/articles/quotes-about-making-a-difference

Finance is not merely about 
making money. It’s about 
achieving our deep goals 
and protecting the fruits of 
our labor. It’s about 
stewardship and, therefore, 
about achieving the good 
society. Robert J. Shiller

Every company, investor, 
and bank that screens new 
and existing investments for 
climate risk is simply being 
pragmatic - Jim Yong Kim, 
former World Bank president

There is nothing wrong with 
men possessing riches. The 
wrong comes when riches 
possess men. - Billy Graham



Closing Prayer

Lord, let us not be selfish in our consumption. 

Let us live within our means and make better choices 
that impact your creation. 

Lord, help us to invest in better choices so that we can 
make better decisions that will not harm your creation. 
Help us to protect and empower people, especially as 
we influence the next generation. 

Teach us to be good stewards over your land and to 
dwell in the beauty of your creation and every detail 
that you have crafted from the very beginning. 

Amen
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