
Choral Evensong

Saint Mark’s
episcopal cathedral
seattle, washington

June 27, 2025
5:30 pm

C horal Evensong in this cathedral is a tiny fragment of some-
thing else: it is part of the worship which is offered to God by Christian 
people every hour of the day and night, in every part of the world.

When you experience Evensong, it is as if you were dropping in on a 
conversation already in progress—a conversation between God and 
humankind which began long before you were born and which will 
continue long after your death. So, do not be surprised or disturbed if 
there are some things which you do not understand straight away.  For 
a brief moment, you step into the continual stream of worship which is 
being offered today and which will be offered to the end of time. You 
are one with those who worship here on earth and in heaven. 

—adapted from the Evensong bulletin of Saint Paul’s Cathedral, London
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RSCM America is the branch of the Royal School of Church Music in the United States. 
Our goal is to uplift the spiritual life of our communities through high quality choral music. 
We provide musical education to singers through a structured choral music program and 
summer music courses. We provide support to music directors through an organizational 
forum which facilitates the exchange of knowledge and ideas. Through our efforts to raise 
the quality of choral music performance, we have touched the lives of multitudes of singers 
and listeners. 

RSCM West is a week-long choral course, housed at the University of Puget Sound in 
Tacoma, WA, and affiliated with The Royal School of Church Music in America. RSCM 
is dedicated to promoting church music for people of all ages at the highest possible level. 
RSCM West is for children and adult participants who come together for a week to learn 
from an expert clinician, to worship together, and to celebrate our shared passion for music 
in the context of worship. To learn more about RSCM West please visit RSCMwest.org. Your 
financial support of this non-profit enterprise is most welcome. Making a donation is easy: 
Go to RSCMwest.org and click on ‘Give’ at the top of the screen. 

Out of respect for the liturgy we are about to celebrate, please turn off all cell phones and 
audible devices. Please, no photography during the liturgy. Please be aware that this service 
will be livestreamed on the internet, and a video will be available following the service on 
the cathedral website.
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Saint Mark’s Cathedral acknowledges that we gather on the traditional land  
of the first people of Seattle, the Duwamish People, who are still here,  

and we honor with gratitude the land itself  
and the life of all of the Coast Salish tribes. 

prelude		  Give me Jesus 	 Eurydice Osterman

introit		  Hear My Prayer	 Moses Hogan
O Lord, please hear my prayer, in the mornin’ when I rise.
It’s your servant bound for glory.
O dear Lord, please hear my prayer.
O Lord, please hear my prayer, keep me safe within your arms.
It’s your servant bound for glory.
O dear Lord, please hear my prayer.
When my work on earth is done, and you come to take me home.
Just to know I’m bound for glory.
And to hear you say well done.
Done with sin and sorrow, have mercy.
Amen.

Please stand, as able for the opening procession.

at the procession    Organ improvisation

THE INVITATORY & PSALTER

preces		  sung by the Officiant and Choir	 setting by Sarah MacDonald

	 Officiant 	 O Lord, open thou our lips.
	 Choir	 And our mouth shall show forth thy praise.
	 Officiant	 O God, make speed to save us.
	 Choir	 O Lord, make haste to help us.
	 Officiant	 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.
	 Choir	 As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 
		      world without end. Amen.
	 Officiant	 Praise ye the Lord. 
	 Choir	 The Lord’s Name be praised.

Please be seated.
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psalmody		  Psalm 128, 129, 130  ◆  chanted by the Choir	 Gerre Hancock & Cambridge Chant

Psalm 128: Beati omnes

Happy are they all who fear the Lord, *
and who follow in his ways!

You shall eat the fruit of your labor; *
    happiness and prosperity shall be yours.
Your wife shall be like a fruitful vine within your house, *
    your children like olive shoots round about your table.
The man who fears the Lord *
    shall thus indeed be blessed.
The Lord bless you from Zion, *
    and may you see the prosperity of Jerusalem all the days
                             of your life.
May you live to see your children’s children; *
    may peace be upon Israel.

Psalm 129: Sæpe expugnaverunt

“Greatly have they oppressed me since my youth,” *
let Israel now say;

“Greatly have they oppressed me since my youth, *
    but they have not prevailed against me.”
The plowmen plowed upon my back *
    and made their furrows long.
The Lord, the Righteous One, *
    has cut the cords of the wicked.
Let them be put to shame and thrown back, *
    all those who are enemies of Zion.
Let them be like grass upon the housetops, *
    which withers before it can be plucked;
Which does not fill the hand of the reaper, *
    nor the bosom of him who binds the sheaves;
So that those who go by say not so much as,

“The Lord prosper you. *
    We wish you well in the Name of the Lord.” 
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Psalm 130: De profundis

Out of the depths have I called to you, O Lord;
Lord, hear my voice; *

let your ears consider well the voice of my supplication.
If you, Lord, were to note what is done amiss, *
    O Lord, who could stand?
For there is forgiveness with you; *
    therefore you shall be feared.
I wait for the Lord; my soul waits for him; *
    in his word is my hope.
My soul waits for the Lord,
more than watchmen for the morning, *
    more than watchmen for the morning.
O Israel, wait for the Lord, *
    for with the Lord there is mercy;
With him there is plenteous redemption, *
    and he shall redeem Israel from all their sins.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, *
    and to the Holy Ghost:
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, *
    world without end. Amen.
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THE LESSONS

Please remain seated.

reading		  Genesis 17:1,9-10,15-22

When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to Abram and said 
to him, “I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. As for you, 

you shall keep my covenant, you and your offspring after you throughout their gen-
erations. This is my covenant, which you shall keep, between me and you and your 
offspring after you: Every male among you shall be circumcised. As for Sarai your 
wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. I will bless her and 
also give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall give rise to nations; kings of 
peoples shall come from her.” Then Abraham fell on his face and laughed and said 
to himself, “Can a child be born to a man who is a hundred years old? Can Sarah, 
who is ninety years old, bear a child?” And Abraham said to God, “O that Ishmael 
might live in your sight!” God said, “No, but your wife Sarah shall bear you a son, 
and you shall name him Isaac. I will establish my covenant with him as an everlast-
ing covenant for his offspring after him. As for Ishmael, I have heard you; I will bless 
him and make him fruitful and exceedingly numerous; he shall be the father of 
twelve princes, and I will make him a great nation. But my covenant I will establish 
with Isaac, whom Sarah shall bear to you at this season next year.” And when he had 
finished talking with him, God went up from Abraham. ◆

Please stand as you are able.

canticle		  Luke 1:46–55 [The Song of Mary]  ◆  sung by the Choir	 Charles Villiers Stanford
			 
		  Magnificat 

My soul doth magnify the Lord, * 
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior.

For he hath regarded * 
    the lowliness of his handmaiden.
For behold from henceforth * 
    all generations shall call me blessed.
For he that is mighty hath magnified me, * 
    and holy is his Name.
And his mercy is on them that fear him * 
    throughout all generations.
He hath showed strength with his arm; * 
    he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.
He hath put down the mighty from their seat, * 
    and hath exalted the humble and meek.
He hath filled the hungry with good things, * 
    and the rich he hath sent empty away.
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel, * 
    as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost: * 
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
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Please be seated.

reading		  Matthew 8:1-4

When Jesus had come down from the mountain, great crowds followed him, 
and there was a man with a skin disease who came to him and knelt before 

him, saying, “Lord, if you are willing, you can make me clean.” He stretched out his 
hand and touched him, saying, “I am willing. Be made clean!” Immediately his skin 
disease was cleansed. Then Jesus said to him, “See that you say nothing to anyone, 
but go, show yourself to the priest, and offer the gift that Moses commanded, as a 
testimony to them.” ◆

Please stand as you are able.

canticle		  Luke 2:29–32 [The Song of Simeon]  ◆  sung by the Choir 	 Stanford

Nunc dimittis

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, * 
according to thy word;

For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, *
    which thou hast prepared before the face of all people,
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles, *
    and to be the glory of thy people Israel.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost: * 
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

the apostles’ creed    chanted by all, standing 

	 Officiant	 I believe in God,
	 All	 the Father almighty, 
		      creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

 and born of the Virgin Mary.
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

 was crucified, died, and was buried.
 He descended to the dead.
 On the third day he rose again.
 He ascended into heaven,

 and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
 the holy catholic Church,
 the communion of saints,
 the forgiveness of sins,
 the resurrection of the body,
 and the life everlasting. Amen.
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THE PRAYERS 

salutation & lesser litany    sung by the Officiant and Choir	 MacDonald

	 Officiant 	 The Lord be with you.
	 Choir	 And with thy spirit.
	 Officiant	 Let us pray.
	 Choir	 Lord, have mercy upon us.
		  Christ, have mercy upon us.
		  Lord, have mercy upon us.

the lord’s prayer    chanted by all on a monotone, standing or kneeling

	 Officiant	 Our Father,
	 All 	 who art in heaven,  
		      hallowed be thy Name, 
		      thy kingdom come,  
		      thy will be done, 
		          on earth as it is in heaven.
		  Give us this day our daily bread. 
		  And forgive us our trespasses,
		      as we forgive those who trespass against us.
		  And lead us not into temptation,
		      but deliver us from evil.
		  For thine is the kingdom, 
		      and the power, and the glory, 
		      for ever and ever. 
		  Amen.
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suffrages			   MacDonald

	 Officiant	 O Lord, show thy mercy upon us.
	 Choir	 And grant us thy salvation.
	 Officiant 	 O Lord, save the state.
	 Choir	 And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.
	 Officiant	 Endue thy ministers with righteousness.
	 Choir	 And make thy chosen people joyful.
	 Officiant 	 O Lord, save thy people.
	 Choir	 And bless thine inheritance.
	 Officiant 	 Give peace in our time, O Lord.
	 Choir	 Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God.
	 Officiant	 O God, make clean our hearts within us.
	 Choir	 And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.

collect for the second sunday after pentecost (proper 7)

O Lord, make us have perpetual love and reverence for your holy Name, for you 
never fail to help and govern those whom you have set upon the sure foundation 

of your loving-kindness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

	 Choir	 Amen.

a collect for peace 

Most holy God, the source of all good desires, all right judgments, and all just 
works: Give to us, your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, so 

that our minds may be fixed on the doing of your will, and that we, being delivered 
from the fear of all enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through the mercies 
of Christ Jesus our Savior.

	 Choir	 Amen.

a collect for mission 

Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and 
give your angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give 

rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the 
joyous; and all for your love’s sake.

	 Choir	 Amen.

Please be seated for the anthems.

	 Officiant	

	 Officiant	

	 Officiant	
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anthem		  Christ, whose glory fills the skies 	 music: Gerald Knight; text: Charles Wesley

Please stand or kneel as you are able.

prayers of intercession
The Officiant offers prayers for the Church and the world. 

a prayer of st. chrysostom 
	 Officiant	 Almighty God, 
	 All	 you have given us grace at this time  

    with one accord to make our common supplication to you;  
and you have promised through your well-beloved Son  
    that when two or three are gathered together in his Name  
        you will be in the midst of them:  
Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions  
    as may be best for us;  
granting us in this world knowledge of your truth,  
    and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen.

Christ, whose glory fills the skies,
Christ, the true, the only Light,
Sun of Righteousness, arise,
triumph o'er the shades of night;
Dayspring from on high, be near;
Daystar, in my heart appear.

Dark and cheerless is the morn
unaccompanied by thee;
joyless is the day's return
'til thy mercy's beams I see;
'til they inward light impart,
glad my eyes, and warm my heart.

Visit, then, this soul of mine;
pierce the gloom of sin and grief;
fill me, Radiancy divine;
scatter all my unbelief;
more and more thyself display,
shining to the perfect day.

anthem		  Non Nobis Domine	 music: Rosephanye Powell; text: Psalm 115:1

Non nobis, Domine, non nobis, 
sed nomini tuo da gloriam. 

Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, 
but unto thy Name give the praise:
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hymn		  The Church’s one foundation  ◆  sung by all, standing as able	 Aurelia
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the grace
	 Officiant	 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,  

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore.
	 All	 Amen.

voluntary		 Improvisation sur le Te Deum 	 Charles Tournemire 
Please remain standing, as able, for the procession of ministers, then be seated for the rest of the Organ Voluntary.  
At its conclusion, in keeping with the prayerfulness of this evening’s liturgy, please express your appreciation with a silent 
‘Amen’ rather than applause.
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dismissal		

	 Officiant	 Let us bless the Lord.

	 Assembly	 Thanks  be  to    God.

Musicians and friends of RSCM West, 2025
The Rev. Josh Hosler, officiant

David Boeckh, organist
Janet Yieh, director

Thank you to the clergy and staff of St. Mark's Cathedral for 
making this evening's service possible.

To learn more about RSCM West please visit rscmwest.org
To make a donation to RSCM West  scan the QR code below.


