Some Core Concepts of the Shakers

Living in the Millennium — Christ’s spiritual return to establish Heaven on Earth
Divine Dualism — God and Christ-Spirit
o Any person can be filled with the Christ-Spirit — Human Equality
Dual-Gendered Nature of God — Power & Wisdom
o God as Divine Parents
o Father God / Mother Wisdom
Shakers are formally the “United Society of Believers in Christ’s Second Appearing”
o Living in UNION is the Shakers’ highest shared aspiration
The C’s of Shaker life: Collective, Communal, Confession, Celibacy (“Cross”)
ORDER - from the creation of Heaven on Earth
o Finding beauty and freedom in Order
o Obedience contributes to Order
Spiritual FAMILIES
o All are Sisters and Brothers, obedient to the Ministry and to Father/Mother God.
o Families are bound together by LOVE
o Child-like spirituality — simplicity, innocence, obedience
Humility — renouncing ego, being humble
o bowing, bending, turning, twisting, being in the valley

Shaker Songs for Discussion

Testimony of Eternal Truth (Goodwillie & Crosthwaite, 2008)

Christmas Hymn 1831

Who Will Bow and Bend? (Mary Ann Haagen, Enfield Shaker Singers)

O Ho the Pretty Chain (Mary Ann Haagen, Enfield, Shaker Singers)

A Little More Zeal

Love Universal

The Pearl

In Wisdom’s Lovely Pleasant Ways (Mary Ann Haagen, Enfield Shaker Singers)

I am grateful to Shaker music scholars Christian Goodwillie and Mary Ann Haagen for sharing their

transcriptions of the songs indicated above. The remaining transcriptions are my own.



Who Will Bow and Bend
(Canterbury, New Hampshire -- 1843)
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Who will bow and bend like a willow, Who will turn and twist and
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turning, twisting, Shake out all the starch and stiff'ning!

O Ho the Pretty Chain
(South Union, Kentucky -- 1845)
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A Little More Zeal
(White Water, Ohio — ca 1830)
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Love Universal
(New Lebanon, ca. 1850)
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The Pearl
(Pleasant Hill, Kentucky — 1850)
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In Wisdom’s Lovely Pleasant Ways
(New Lebanon, NY — 1893)
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pray and praise, And thus I'll learn pure Wisdom's ways. Wis-dom's ways.



Testimony of Eternal Truth
(From Shakers’ first published hymn collection, Millennial Praises — 1813)
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3 The Father's high eternal throne
Was never fill’d by one alone:
There Wisdom holds the Mother’s seat,
And 1s the Father’s helper-meet.
This vast creation was not made
Without the fruitful Mother’s aid;
For by the works of God we know
The fountain-head from which they flow.

4 *“Let us make man™ was nightly said,
And in God’s image man was made,
One flesh and blood, two in one name,
Both naked, yet no cause of shame.
While in one form alone he stood,

His maker saw it was not good;
Nor could his order be complete,
Until he found an helper-meet.

(This is the opening hymn in the Shakers’ first published hymn book, Millennial Praises. The hymn writer was
an early Shaker from Ohio. I’ve included the first four of the hymn’s eighteen verses!)



Christmas Hymn 1831

(Watervliet, Ohio)
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1. HAIL the m§1110rable morn! ‘ 5. Br. Can you confidently state
When the voice came down from heay’n Who was God’s peculiar one
“Untous a c]ulld 1 1301‘11! Whom he did predestinate
Unto us a Son 1t g1y, To bear the image of his Son:
Now the scepter he shall sway, Sis. Sure it could not be a man:
Reignon ?Mh the Prince of peace, None with Jesus could compare.
And heay’n and earth may pass away, Br. Was it your good Mother Ann?|
But his pure kingdom shall increase. Sis. Yea it was we do declare.
2. Br. Where did this new birth take place, 6. She has form’dl that union band,
Was he the offspring of the Jews? That we are no longer two:
Was in from the fallen race On the level now we stand.
That angels got the news? And are just as free as you.
Sis. Nay, he was God's only Son. Br. Can you say beyond a doubt,
And his parents did declare — That salvation you have found?
Thﬂ_t the time was fully come, Sis. If salvation you will shout,
To introduce their royal heir. We shall echo back the sound.
3. Br. Was the kinship there complete? 7. Br, Shall we shout, or shall we laugh?
Or when did Christ his reign begin? Surely we may feel releas’d.
And without an helper meet, When our lovely other half
Could he make an end of sin? Is deliver’d from the beast.
Sis. Half the Savior then was own’d, Sis., You may laugh or you may shake,
This was all the world could bear; You may skip, or you may play:
Still the whole creation groan’d. We are 53y°d. there’s no mistake,
Waiting for the Second Heir. For it is the woman’s day.
4. Br. True, for many hundred years, 8. Br & Sis. Then our voices we’ll unite,

All creation’s been in pain
Pouring out their cries and tears—
“Q that Christ would come again.”
Sis. Well, from this we plainly see
That the whole were jointly bound,
And till woman was set free,
Groaning was the common sound.

Celebrate the gospel plan,
Walking in the mutual light

Of Jesus Christ and Mother Ann.
Let the old creation groan,

While in satan’s dark employ.
Mother’s children God will own,
They can shout with hgay’nly joy.

(Intended to be sung as a dialogue between Sisters and Brothers.)




