
 
 

RESISTANCE  

AS CHRISTIAN VOCATION 



How shall we wear the mantle? How shall we 

pick up the cross and follow Jesus? 

 
1 https://www.americanyawp.com/reader/colliding-

cultures/john-winthrop-dreams-of-a-city-on-a-hilll-1630/ 

He reminds us that we are the religious 

descendants of refugees and immigrants 

(Abraham, Sarah, Jacob, Naomi and Ruth, to 

2 Much of the exegetical content of this sermon is drawn from 

Lischer’s essay in the Christian Century, January  2025..  

https://www.christiancentury.org/features/how-shall-we-render


name only a few), and we should not forget 

this truth. Lischer says, “We have been 

working from the margins for longer than we 

care to admit…” We orient [our work of] 

ministry always in relation to God and to 

God’s good news, and always with reference 

to the political and social calamities of our 

day. It has always been thus. 

We hear once more in today’s gospel Jesus’ 

fiery rendering of the prophet’s words, read 

from the scroll in his little hometown 

synagogue before he was known as anything 

but a simple carpenter’s boy. With courage he 

proclaims that good news comes once more 

to the poor, deliverance to the captives, 

freedom for the oppressed. He said this 

against the backdrop of tyrannical 

oppression, as one who had no illusions of 

control or the need of it.  

These are the words inscribed on the mantle 

we must wear now.  

 
3 See also the work of William Barber and the Poor People’s 

Campaign of the 21st Century. 

So, what does rendering and resisting look 

like?  

I suppose some will follow the lead of 

Quakers and Mennonites who have long held 

to the practice of rendering to Caesar taxes 

reduced by that which is spent on war, or 

perhaps on border control in all its hateful 

machinations yet to unfold.  

Some will provide sanctuary for immigrants 

and refugees facing deportation, or if that is 

not possible, some may choose to take their 

place in this century’s version of an 

Underground Railroad.  

Some may protest human roundups 

reminiscent of the Japanese internment 

camps of the 1940s.  

Some may find novel ways of protecting gay 

and trans kids from the cruelties of a 

regressive government, and from the 

emotional sequelae of such abusive policies.  

If the dystopian empire goes in extremis, 

some will see fit to protect girls from legal 

obligation to bear children for the perverse 

“common good.”  



Some will just continually be about the slow 

ferment of ministry that holds fast to that 

which is good and shares it with any in need. 

Jesus said the Reign of God is like a bit of 

yeast, mixed into a full measure of flour, to 

feed the masses. You bring the yeast; let God 

use it for good. The hungry will be fed. 

Let your micro-vocation make a difference. 

Reconciliation and resistance. 

And above all, the ancients who have trod 

this path before remind us: whatever you do, 

whatever this community determines are the 

most faithful ways forward, let it be our 

spiritual worship, which is to say, let us offer 

it all in service to God, with courage to take 

up our cross with outstretched arms of love.  

And have these words to share at every turn: 

God loves you dearly, and wherever you are 

on your spiritual journey, you are welcome 

here.  

Let this be known from the precipice to the 

valley, from sea to shining sea.  


